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St Aloysius Catholic Primary School 
  
  
  
 Welcome to St Aloysius 
  
Welcome to St Aloysius Catholic Primary School. I invite you to read our handbook to               
discover the many elements that combine to make our school a vibrant, contemporary             
learning community. You will gain an insight into what we do and how we work with our                 
students to continually develop their knowledge, experiences and understandings of our           
world. 
Partnerships are encouraged between teachers, students, families and the wider community           
to challenge our students and enlighten their learning. The school is enriched by a              
committed parent body, and is supported by our dedicated Parish Priest Father Greg             
Pritchard. The children at St Aloysius have a strong connectedness to their school and there               
is a high level of engagement and achievement. We embrace a shared responsibility, based              
on Gospel values, for the wellbeing of each member of our community. 
St Aloysius is recognised as a place of quality teaching and learning, with a strong               
community spirit. We are a school with an innovative and dedicated staff who have a               
commitment and whole school approach to transforming pedagogy and building a rigorous            
curriculum that prepares our students for an ever changing, contemporary world. We strive             
to give our students a deep sense of connectedness to the local and global worlds in which                 
they live. 
St Aloysius Primary School is a place where we challenge ourselves and others, and              
communicate our optimism and confidence in the potential of our students. We have a              
dynamic, supportive and safe work environment, which inspires a climate of mutual respect,             
collegiality, trust and support. 
  
  
Deirdre Cosgrave 
Principal 
  

  
  

  

  

  

  



  

 
Mission Statement 

  
St Aloysius is a dynamic Catholic School Community that promotes excellence and 

empowers individuals, as we live the Gospel Values. 
  

  

Our School Vision 
  

  

St. Aloysius is a proud and welcoming Catholic community 
where everyone is known and valued. 

 
At our school we have a dynamic environment where our 

children: 
 

· Develop a lifelong love of learning 
 

· Are empowered with the skills to contribute confidently 
within the global community 

 
· Engage in contemporary learning 

 
· Appreciate the importance of  social justice 

 
Through positive partnerships and high expectations our 

children will be the best they can be. 
  
 

Our Motto 
  

‘In God We Grow’ 
  



  
  
  
  
  
CURRICULUM 
The purpose of St Aloysius school programme is to implement the broad aims of primary 
education in the manner best suited to the needs, abilities, interests and backgrounds of the 
children of St Aloysius. In developing our school curriculum, consideration has been given to 
the physical nature of the school, the values of the teachers and parents as members of a 
Christian community, the values of the community at large and current educational theory 
and practices. 
  
The school curriculum encompasses Religious Education, Literacy, Mathematics, 
Humanities, Science and The Arts. The curriculum is based on the Victorian Curriculum. 
  

Our Inquiry learning incorporates English, Mathematics, Science, History, Geography and 
Economics, where learners are encouraged to explore, gather, process, refine and present 
information, without the constraints imposed by traditional subject barriers. The curriculum 
informs the development of the whole child. 
  
St Aloysius also provides specialist lessons in the areas of Visual Arts, Physical Education 
Mandarin and Music. 
 These subjects deal with concepts and skills which have intrinsic value and help provide 
ways of representing ideas about the world. 
  

Religious Education 
Religious Education is taught from Foundation to Grade 6. Students have the opportunity to 
learn about the rites and traditions of the Catholic Church. Students are also provided with 
many opportunities to deepen their faith, through participation in liturgies, prayer times and 
reflection days. 
  
  

Sacramental Program 
  

  

The seven Sacraments touch all the stages and all the important 

moments of Christian life:  they give birth and increase healing 

and mission to the Christian’s life of faith. 

  

 (Catechism of the Catholic Church 1210) 

  



  

  
  
Preparing children to receive the Sacraments of Reconciliation, Holy Communion and 
Confirmation (the Sacraments that complete our Christian Initiation which began in Baptism), 
is primarily the responsibility of parents. This is a responsibility that all parents promise to 
undertake when their children are baptised as infants. 
  
The most important part of your child’s preparation for the Sacraments is their regular 
participation in the Sunday Mass and your own example of regular worship, prayer and good 
works. 
  
God’s love and presence are made real and celebrated in the Sacraments. Important times 
and experiences in our lives are celebrated and enlivened by God’s presence. Each 
Sacrament signifies, in a particular way, the transforming love of God and the new life which 
Jesus Christ brings. 
 
  
The sacramental preparation and celebration is on a two-year rotational basis: 
  

First Reconciliation & First Communion – Year 3-4  

Confirmation – Year 5-6 

 
Special details regarding arrangements for these important celebrations are made available 
during the year and at special parent / student information sessions. 

  
The Parish Priest 
The Parish Priest is the ecclesiastical administrator of the parish primary school. He is the 
pastor of the parish community, of which the primary school is an integral part. He exercises 
his pastoral care by his presence, loyalty, guidance and encouragement to each member of 
the school community. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Literacy 
The English language is central to the way in which students understand, critique and 
appreciate their world, and to the ways in which they participate socially, economically and 
culturally in Australian society. 
The study of English encourages the development of literate individuals, capable of critical 
and imaginative thinking, aesthetic appreciation and creativity. The mastery of key 
knowledge and skills underpins effective functioning in the contexts of study and work, as 
well as productive participation in a democratic society in the twenty-first century. 
The subject is divided into the dimensions of Reading and Viewing, Writing, and Speaking 
and Listening. Students will develop competence and confidence in creating written, oral 
and multimodal texts. They will appreciate and analyse the ways in which texts, both 
contemporary and classic, are constructed and interpreted. 
By understanding and working with texts, students acquire the knowledge, skills and 
personal qualities that enable them to read, view and listen critically and to think, speak and 
write clearly and confidently. 
As part of the English curriculum, weekly library sessions are held. Students have the 
opportunity to borrow books, learn research skills and develop appreciation of literature. 
  

  

Mathematics 
At St Aloysius, there is an emphasis on the need for pupils to acquire a sound understanding 
of mathematical concepts, together with good language skills, to further the communication 
of mathematical ideas and experiences. Maths experiences will encompass the following 
learning areas: Number and Algebra, Measurement and Geometry, and Statistics and 
Probability.  An important element is understanding and using Mathematics in real life 
situations and to problem solving. 
At St Aloysius, we aim to provide the students with a contemporary Mathematics curriculum 
that will produce individuals who are numerate, creative, independent, inquisitive, enquiring, 
confident and risk takers. We will provide a stimulating environment and adequate 
resources, so that children can develop their Mathematical skills to their full potential. The 
curriculum will be driven by real life situations and foster self-confidence and a sense of 
achievement. 
Ongoing assessment at St. Aloysius will drive classroom teaching. Children will reflect on 
their own learning through self-assessment. There will be formal and informal assessment 
using a variety of tools and methods. Rich assessment tasks will cater for all learning styles, 
aligned with the Victorian Curriculum. 
 
 
Information Communication Technology (ICT) 
Information and Communication Technology (ICT) is an integral component of the children's 
education. Student learning focuses on how to use a range of technologies to support 
thinking, learning and communication. ICT broadly encompasses digital communication 
systems, including computers, associated peripheral devices and software. 



Children at St Aloysius have access to a bank of laptops, tablets, robots and ipads.               
Computers are integrated into most areas of the curriculum, including English and            
Mathematics, and the children become proficient in their use. ICT is introduced in             
Foundation and children's skills are developed throughout each grade.  
Computers are considered a teaching tool to supplement the classroom program and to             
develop the children's understanding of how to effectively use technology in their everyday             
lives. 
  

Specialist subjects 
As part of our curriculum, there are specialist classes in Visual Art, Music, PE and a 
Language other than English (Mandarin) 
  
Physical Education 
The importance of Physical Education in the development of gross motor skills, hand/eye 
co-ordination, and the effect such co-ordination has in the child’s learning processes, has 
been recognised widely in recent years. Consequently, the school emphasises the 
importance of physical education in the total education of the child. Each week, a specific 
time is set for physical education instruction and activities. 
  
Physical Education has a high profile at St Aloysius. The programme includes fitness; 
swimming; inter-school sport; cross-country running; football and netball lightning 
premierships; St Aloysius School Sports; Clinics (e.g. basketball, hockey, football); teaching 
of games skills; team games; dancing; ball handling skills; skipping; hoops. We believe the 
children enjoy and benefit from these activities, while at the same time having the 
opportunity to interact socially with one another. 
  
  
Visual Arts 
Art is a valued component of the curriculum at St Aloysius. Art work is displayed throughout 
the school. Every two years there is a major Art Exhibition. 
  

Performing Arts 
St Aloysius has a strong tradition in Performing Arts. Concerts and performances are held 
during the year, with a major production every second year. Many elements of performing 
arts are covered including drama, music, choral work, public speaking, dance and media. 
   
Language Other Than English (Mandarin) 
Through the study of Mandarin, children have the opportunity to learn another language. 
Children are exposed not only to Asian cultures but the many cultures that are part of our 
world. 
  
  
 



 
 
Excursions and Incursions 
These are a very important part of the children’s school experience, and are planned as part 
of classroom activities. Parental permission is needed for children to take part.  Parents are 
often invited to accompany a class on an excursion. Children participate in incursions also, 
where outside people come into the school to entertain and present aspects of the 
curriculum. 
  
Camps 
Through the camping program, in Grades 3-6, the children’s social skills and independence 
are strengthened, and learning activities in a new environment are provided. Experiences on 
camp are both valuable and enjoyable, and form an enriching dimension in the student’s 
learning.  Our camp format gradually builds on previous experiences. 
  

Grade 3&4 Overnight camp. 

Grade 5&6 Alternate years outdoor education and a city camp for 2 nights 

  
  

School Leaders 
Grade 6 students at St Aloysius are role models for the younger children in the school. They 
take on responsibilities as the ‘older’ children. They all have a chance to participate in 
sporting events, particularly against other schools. They engage in cross-age tutoring and 
peer support. 
Grade 6 students form leadership teams. These teams support school initiatives including 
Sustainability, Social Justice, Community, Sport and Communication. 
  

Student Representative Council  (SRC) 
The Student Representative Council is a group of students who come together to discuss 
ways to improve the school. Two students from each class are voted to be on the council 
and meet regularly (with teacher’s supervision) to talk about school issues. Ways to help 
others are the focus for these meetings. 
  
Wellbeing/Pastoral Care 
Nurturing occurs between the older children and the little ones in the classroom where 
cross-age tutoring takes place through the Buddy System, on the playground, through the 
student leadership program, and at our school Masses where the older children sit beside 
and care for younger ones. 
 Student of the Week Awards recognise and encourage children’s personal development 
and are presented at Assembly each week. 
  



  
Assembly 
Every second Friday, at 3pm, the whole school has an assembly lead by the Grade 6 
leaders. This gathering is an important time each week to recognise individual and team 
achievements, as well as highlight upcoming events. Parents are most welcome to attend 
but we do ask that those attending do not to leave until assembly has concluded. 
  
Home Learning 
At St. Aloysius we recognise the depth of learning that already takes place at home, as part 
of living in a family. We recognise helping out in the home, visiting places of interest, as well 
as any after school or weekend activities the students may participate in. There will be a 
reading component and other activities, linked to what the students are doing in the 
classroom. The expectations of what is completed increases as the students’ progress 
through the school. 
  

Communication and Parent Involvement 
  
It is vital that a strong link exists between school and home. St Aloysius endeavours to keep 
parents informed of what is happening in the school and to involve them in its various 
activities. 

CareMonkey is an app for your phone which allows for online permission slips 
  

· A newsletter is available on line regularly to keep parents up to date with school 
events. 

  
· Parents are invited to celebrate school Masses and Liturgies with the children. 

  
· Parents are invited to participate in class programmes, e.g. cooking, typing stories, 

assisting with reading, PMP, photocopying, laminating etc. They are often requested 
to assist in the supervision of children during excursions and sporting events. 

  
· If parents are involved in assisting at school, they are required to complete a Working 

with Children Check. Forms can be obtained online. 
  

· Written reports are sent home to parents twice a year. 
  

· Parent/teacher interviews are held during the year. 
  

· Parents are welcome to discuss any aspect of their children’s education with the 
teacher, at any time, provided an appointment is made. Teachers, too, will contact 
parents about their children if they think there is a need to do so. 

  
· Parents are always welcome at St Aloysius, to chat with the Principal or teachers 

about students, school activities and other matters. 
  
  



Parent School Improvement Team 
The Parent School Improvement Team acts as a forum for discussion on matters concerning 
education in the school. It acts in an advisory capacity and consists of the Parish Priest, the 
school principal, a teachers’ representative, and representatives from the Parents’ 
Association. The Board usually meets once a term. 
  
Functions of the Parent School Improvement Team: 

· Providing practical support to the school in maintenance of equipment and 
development of facilities. 

· Planning for future development of the school. 
· Developing school/community relationships and encouraging home/school interaction. 
· Facilitating the integration of parents and children new to the school and parish. 
· Developing strategies for the local promotion of Catholic education. 

  
Parents are welcome to discuss any issue relating to the activities of the Parent School 
Improvement Team with members of the Team. 
  
 Parents and Friends (P&F) 
All parents are encouraged to join the P&F Association. There are many opportunities for 
social functions ranging from informal gatherings to major fund-raising activities. 
An important feature of the Association is the opportunity to become acquainted with one 
another and grow in friendship. Through the support of the Parents' Association, the school 
enjoys amenities and equipment which could not otherwise be purchased. The parents also 
help maintain school grounds and buildings at working bees which are held during the year. 
 Parent Helpers. 
We recognise the value and importance of working in partnership with families. Parent 
helpers are welcome in classrooms but must have attended the Parent Helpers session and 
hold a current Working with Children’s Check. 
  
Term dates 2018 
Term 1: students commence Tuesday 30th January* to Thursday 29th March 
Term 2: Monday 16th April to Friday 29th June 
Term 3: Monday 16th July to Friday 21th September 
Term 4: Monday 8th October to Friday 21th December 
* Teachers start 29th January. The first day of Term 1 is a  student-free day to allow for 
professional learning, curriculum development and planning to take place, in preparation for 
the arrival of students. Each year schools are provided with student-free days for 
professional development, school planning and administration, curriculum development, and 
student assessment and reporting purposes. The remaining student-free days will be used 
throughout the year. Please refer to the school calendar. 
 
 
 



 
Daily Timetable 
Supervision Begins 8.30am  

School Commencement 8.55am 

Recess                    11.00am   - 11.30am 

Lunch                                                 1.40pm   -   2:20 pm 

Dismissal                      3.30pm   

  
Starting the School Day 
It is vital to avoid interruption for both children and classes. All students need to be at school 
in time for the 8.55am bell. Students feel better prepared if they arrive at school before bell 
time. Coming into class, after the other students have begun their day, can be unsettling for 
a child, as well as having a detrimental effect on their academic progress of the student. 
Each class participates in a meditation for the first 10 minutes of each day. 
  
Supervision 
Children are supervised on the playground, before school, from 8.30 am. They are 
supervised at morning recess and at lunch time. There is also a teacher on duty after school 
until 3.45pm. Children are not permitted to leave the school once they arrive, without the 
permission of their parents. Toddlers in the school grounds are the responsibility of their 
parents. For the safety of the community, we also request no dogs on school grounds. 
  
Late Pass / Permission to Leave Pass 
We are focussing on safe ‘to and from’ school practices. In order to assist with this, we ask 
parents to ring or email the office between 8.30am and 9.30am and let the school know if 
your child is sick, absent or going to be late because of an appointment. 
  
When a child is late for school a late pass must be obtained from the office and taken to the 
classroom, this must be signed by a parent or responsible adult who drops the child at 
school. Likewise,  any child leaving school before the end of the day must be signed out by a 
parent at the office. 
  
 
 



Absence Due to Illness 
If your child is going to be absent from school , we ask that you ring and let the office know.                     
Children that are absent from school are required to bring a note that explains their absence.                
These notes are important documents and should be given to the class teacher. Parents will               
be notified if their child is unwell or has an accident. It is important that parents inform the                  
school of any medical condition from which children may suffer. Parents are asked to keep               
sick children at home until they are well enough to return to school. 
  
Before and After School Care 
Before and After School Care is available for children from St Aloysius School. After Care is 
provided on site with children able to access Before School Care by an outside provider at 
Caulfield Junior College. Please contact the office for further details.  A variety of indoor and 
outdoor activities are planned for each day and the children enjoy being “in care”. After Care 
is available until 6:30pm. 
  
What to bring to school 
Students should bring a balanced lunchbox with healthy food to eat at recess and lunch. 
They are encouraged to have a water bottle for use in the classroom. Encouraging children 
to drink water throughout the day is extremely important, as they become dehydrated very 
quickly. 
St Aloysius does not issue a book list: all stationery items are purchased through the school. 
 
Fees 
School fees are due each term. Those wishing to pay for the full year in advance may do so. 
Fees can be paid by Cash or Electronic Bank Transfer. 
  

In addition to school fees, there are class levies for each child which is paid once, in 
February. The Class Levy pays for art and craft materials, computer software, class books, 
use of physical education equipment, library, etc. This Levy is per child. 
  
  
Canteen – Classroom Cuisine 
Classroom Cuisine is an external catering provider for school lunch orders on a Friday . All 
ordering is done on-line via their website. Classroom Cuisine is delivered to the school. 
Wednesday is lunch order day with food provided by the Bakery in Hawthorn Rd and 
delivered to school each lunchtime.  A menu is available from the school office. 
  
Co-curricular Activities 
Opportunities include Music lessons.  Please contact the office for further details. 
  
 
Banking 



The children may bank with the Commonwealth  Bank Bank day is Tuesday. Please see 
Julie in the office  for further details. 
  
  
PREPARING YOUR CHILD FOR SCHOOL 
Starting school is not just about the first day. It’s a process that begins when children and 
families start to prepare in the year before, and continues as children experience their first 
days, weeks and months of school. 
  
The important thing to remember is that everyone reacts differently to times of change, and 
there is no wrong or right way to feel and act. 
  
Children who make a positive start to school are more likely to feel excited and motivated to 
learn, have good relationships with others, and develop a sense of belonging within the 
school community. 
  
In the months and weeks leading up to starting school you can: 
·      Be informed about the transition process. St Aloysius completes interviews of new 

families the year before your child starts school 

·      Once your place is confirmed and the deposit is paid, a welcome letter will be sent 
with dates for the orientation sessions. Your child will need to attend these 
sessions, in November. Both of these sessions last for about two hours. 

·      There is a parent information session at the end of November that provides some 
information about preparing your child for the start of school and also some 
specific details regarding the first weeks at school. 

·      Another information session is held at the beginning of the school year, with 
specific details regarding the curriculum and what your child should bring to 
school on any given day. 

·      Reading this information booklet should provide you with the details about the 
running of the school day. We encourage you to talk to your child about this 
information. 

·      Get your family into a good routine. Setting up a regular bedtime routine will allow 
your child to wake up fresh and ready. 

·      Help your child be as independent as possible. Practise packing/unpacking their 
school bag/lunchbox. Are they able to get lids off any containers/drink bottles 
they will be using? 

·      Are they used to the school uniform? Can they take jumpers off easily and put 
them back on when needed? 



·      Ensure they are independent when using toilets. Are your boys familiar with a 
using a urinal? 

  
For more detailed information refer to https: //www.kidsmatter.edu.au/families/starting-school 
  
  

  
ST ALOYSIUS SCHOOL UNIFORM 

quirements 

  

Standard Uniform 
  

  

Girls 
  

Boys 

  
Summer Uniform  

Terms 1 and 4 

      School dress with length at or below the knee 
      School  jumper 
   Navy gym/bike shorts may be worn under dress 

o    Short  sleeve yellow shirt with logo 
    Navy  shorts 
     school jumper 

  
Winter Uniform 
Terms 2 and 3 

  Yellow Long Sleeved Polo Shirt 
   Tunic  with length at or below the knee or navy 
   trousers 
   School jumper 

v   Navy gym/bike shorts may be worn under dress 

 Long  sleeve yellow polo  shirt 
 Navy shorts or trousers 
 School jumper 

  
Sports Uniform 

School Sports Top 
Navy tracksuit pants  OR 

Navy sports shorts – no bike shorts 
  

  

Other Items: 
  

  

Girls 
  

Boys 

Hat School standard 

School Bag School standard 

  

House Colour 
(Events) 

  

Green, Red, Blue or Yellow t-shirt without embellishments 
  

Grade 6 Leaders 
(exception) 

 School l Leader’s jumper 

Rain Coat v    Navy Blue 

https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/families/starting-school
https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/families/starting-school


  
Socks 

   Navy  socks to be worn above the ankle 
   (Summer uniform) 

v    Navy socks worn above ankle or tights (winter 
    uniform ) 

   Navy  socks worn above ankle 

  

Sports socks     white  socks at ankle or above   White socks at ankle or above 

Shoes Black: lace-ups, Velcro or buckle (no colour trim) Black: lace-ups or Velcro (no colour trim) 

Sports Shoes  lace-ups or Velcro suitable sports shoe- no Volley styles 

  
Hair 

Students  are to be well groomed at all times demonstrating pride in their appearance as an  
   individual  and as part of the school community. Accordingly: 
Ribbons, hair ties, hairclips, headbands of school colours can be worn (yellow, navy) 
Hair is to be neatly tied back to also assist in the control of head lice 
Extreme hairstyles are not permitted including cut style and colour 

  
Jewellery 

the benefit of maintaining a safe environment, the only jewellery that can be worn at school - 
One single pair of plain stud or sleeper earrings on the earlobes 
A watch 
A chain with crucifix is acceptable 

  

Make-Up 
  

 make-up, nail polish, temporary tattoos or anything of similar kind must not be visible at any time. 

Casual 
 Dress Days 

 Anything that is appropriately modest for school wear and in keeping with this policy and school 
 Standards does not display offensive slogans 

  
For the safety of everyone in our community, we ask that all people who may be involved with 
dropping off or picking up from school are familiar with the following policy. 

  
 CAR PARKING, PICK UP AND DROP OFF POLICY 
  

·     Parking spots are strictly for 2 minute drop off /pick up during the designated times. 

·    It is dangerous for children to stand near the back of a car or in between cars where they 
may not be seen. 

·  Please ensure that children only exit the car via the kerbside. Do not let them step out  on 
the road side. 

·   Please do not park in front of the church   or across neighbours' driveways   
 
 
 
 
Cars in school grounds – during school times & extended school hours 



·                No one other than teachers, other school and parish staff, and specifically 
unauthorised persons are allowed to park in the areas alongside the church. 

Remember: in the interests of community safety, repeat offenders will be reported to the Glen 
Eira Council, who may impose individual fines or bans, or may completely ban parking in the 
drop off bays. 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  

  

  
 






